
For any medical information on rabies, 
consult Info-Santé at your local CLSC.

How can you 

catch a bat
safely ?

When catching a bat, it is important to take the 
following precautions to avoid being contaminated:

• always wear thick gloves when touching a bat;

• if the bat is alive, wait until it lands and place a
container over the bat to trap it. Slide a hard
piece of cardboard under the opening of the
container and then tape it tightly so that the bat
cannot escape. Keep the trapped bat in a safe
place;

• if the bat is dead, use a shovel or another object to
put it in a thick bag, lined with a second bag and
once wrapped, put the bat in the freezer;

• wash your hands after catching the bat;

• whether the bat is dead or alive when caught,
contact Info-Santé CLSC as soon as possible so
that they can inform you about the measures to
be taken to have it picked up by specialists.

A BAT!
What if it had rabies…

DON’T TO
UCH ME!
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WATCH OUT!



A bat is the only mammal that can
fly. Bats can be found everywhere 
in Québec, both in forests and 
populated areas. Bats are especially
active at night and live on the
insects that they catch while flying.
Because they devour so many
insects, bats play an important

role in the environment. 
But although bats are useful, 
they can have rabies.

What should be done 
if someone touches a bat ?

The person should

• wash the body part exposed with soap and
water for ten minutes;

• contact Info-Santé CLSC as soon as possible so
that they can assess the situation and tell you
what measures to take. A rabies vaccination may
be needed.

If a person is exposed to a bat, the bat must be
caught so that specialists can examine it to
determine whether it is infected with rabies
virus. If the bat is not infected, unnecessary vac-
cinations can be avoided.

What other situations put people 

at risk ?

Bat bites often go unnoticed. So, even if there is no
evidence of a bite, there may be a risk of infection
in the following situations:

• a person has had physical contact with a bat;

• a bat is found in the same room as an unsuper-
vised child, a sleeping person or a person under
the influence of alcohol or drugs.

In these situations, Info-Santé CLSC must be con-
tacted so that they can assess the situation and tell
you what measures to take. A rabies vaccination
may be needed.

What is a bat ?

WATCH OUT!
A RABIES-INFECTED BAT 

MAY APPEAR 

TO BE COMPLETELY 

NORMAL.

What is rabies virus ?

Rabies virus is a 100% fatal disease for humans.
A small proportion of bats are infected with the
virus and can transmit it to humans. Fortunately,
a rabies vaccine exists, but to be effective, it must be
administered as soon as possible after exposure
to an infected bat.

NEVER
TOUCH A BAT!

How is rabies virus transmitted ?

Rabies virus is present in the saliva of the infected
bat. It is transmitted by

• bites,
• scratches,
• or, if a wound or mucous membrane (eyes, nose,

mouth) comes into contact with the bat's saliva.
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